4S2	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
Partly as a result of Sazonov's policy, when a new Rus-
sian Minister arrived at Bucharest in January, 1914, he
found an exceedingly warm welcome in Governmental
circles:
Again and again, sentiments of genuine friendship for
Russia have been expressed to me. I found the same wel-
come in society here. I have spoken to former Ministers,
Senators, Deputies, and various leaders of the Rumanian
army. ... To my mind, all this corroborates the fact al-
ready pointed out by my predecessor, and also emphasized
by my French and English colleagues, that an important
and perhaps decisive change in public opinion has been
brought about here in favor of Russia. The events of last
year which have inspired the Rumanians, and above all their
military leaders, with confidence in their own strength,
have at the same time also encouraged the efforts of the
Irredentists. These are not so much directed against Rus-
sia, as toward Transylvania with its three million Ru-
manians. This latter circumstance also naturally tends to
enhance Rumania's sympathy for Russia.223
Early in 1914 Russia took further steps to win Rumania.
She promoted a Serb-Greek-Rumanian combination, which,
while ostensibly aiming at peace and the preservation of
the status quo in the Balkans, might be used by Russia to
solve the Straits Question at a time of "European compli-
cations." It also fell in with Russia's policy of supporting
Serbia against Austria. In order to bring about such a
combination, Sazonov had long interviews with the Serbian
and Greek Premiers, 3VL Pashitch and M. Venizelos, in
February, 1914.224 M. Pashitch also had an encouraging
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